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Call for more remedial teachers
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Kolkata: Parents may swear
by the dozen-odd prestigious
schools in Kolkata and vie to
get their wards admitted so
that they, too, can churn out
%)%, marks when they pass out
a dozen or so years later. But
child psychologists and edu-
cational consultants in the city
insist they are poor nurturing
grounds for young minds.

“Most of the old and es-
tablished schools are closed
and rigid. They are child un-
friendly and crosh the unique
ness of a child by driving
every Kid through the same
system. These schools just re-
fuse to acknowladge that there
are children with special needs
and label those suffering from
learning disabilities (LD) like
dyslexia, dvsgraphia, dyscal-
culia and dyspraxia as stupid,
truant, lazy and slow learn-
ers,” consultant psychiatrist
Rima Mukherji told TOI on the
sidelines of the Tata Interac-
tive Systems (T15) Learning
Disability Forum, the first
such initiative in the city,

And, that is no trifling mat-
ter since studies show that one
in 14 students have LD of one
kind or the other. In an aver-
age class of 45 students, there
woulld be three needing special
assistance to keep up with the
class and a little encourage-
ment to boost their confidence,

“The new schools are much
bettor Heritage and DPS Mega-
city have special educators and
have trained mainstream
teachers to assist students with
LD," said counselling psy-
chologist and educational con-
sultant Salony Priva.
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COMPLAINT AGAINST

ESTABLISHED SCHOOLS
# Closed and rigid
# Child unfriendly
® Crush uniqueness of a
child by driving every kid
through the same system
# Refuse to acknowledge
that there are children with
special needs and label
those suffering from learning
disahbilities as stupid, truant,
lazy and slow learners

While ICSE and CBSE
boards prescribe remedial ed-
uecation for such children and
even offer assistance like drop-
ping a language and mathe-
matics at a higher class, use of
calculators in mathematies
exam, more time to complete
the exam and urge examiners
to overlook spelling errvors,
none of the ‘famous city
schools allow any of these.

Tata Interactive Systems,
which organised the forum, in-
tends to act as a facilitator, pro-
viding training to the educa-
tion department and raise
awareness in schools. “In the
past couple of years, our staff
in Mumbai have made pres-
entation on LD in about 80
schools. In Kolkata too, we will
carry out a similar pro-
gramme,” said TIS chiel ox-
ecutive Sanjay Sharma.
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Early diagnosis is a must

Thakur
Kolkata, December 2

THOMAS ALVA Edison, Albert Einstein
and Leornardo da Vinci all overcame
learning disability And if your child is af-
flicted, 5'he can be helped to fight it

Omn the eve of World Disability Day, doc-
tors have warned that thousands of chil-
dren are suffering from learning prob-
lems. If not diagnosed early, children can
g0 through a tough time as was the case
with Ishaan Awasthy in Toare Zameen
Par, On the other hand, a little awareness
can help them become future leaders.

Swarup Sampat Rawal, former Miss In-
dia and a special educator and consultant,
associated with Lokmanya Tilak Hospital
in Mumbai said, “Tamuﬁlalaﬂcbutlhm
completed my PhD on this subject.”

According to Sampat, recent studies in
India and other countries have shown that
nearly 7 per cent of children are dyslexic
across the world. For a child to be certified

dyslexic he or she has to be 12 years or

more. Often it is the teacher who

it first. It has Ellmheenmmdﬁmﬂﬁtnin& :

disorder is more common in boys.

UK-based expert Lorraine Petersen

said, “An early diagnosis is good for the
child as it might Iead to bunking school
and eventually dropping out, bullying by
other children and even juvenile delin-
quency However, remedial education cou-

pled with boosting the child's self esteem
and confidence would hulp the ml:lmduai
to outshine others."”

y the Tata Interacti
the last eight years. Learning disability
sessions have also been made mandatory
by the Maharashtra government in its
BEd. and MBBS courses. The state has
also kept special provision in its second-
ary and higher secondary examinations
for students with learning disability cer-
tificates like options for skipping mathe-

‘maties, extra time during examinations

and lenient checking of answer scripts.

“However, more than 45 per cent of the
cases donot opt for remedial action, Ofton,
mmhmdiﬂmmkmﬂm:furmnatalym
cial stigma {5 also attached to it," said
Madhurd Kulkarni a former head of the
department of paediatrics at Lokmanya
Tilak Hospital and Medical Eol]age.
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 City lacks facilities
to help victims

Kolkata, December 2

EXPERTS ON  learning disability
claim that the situation in Kolkata is
worse than other cities as the aware-
niess level is low, there is dearth of po-
fessionals and government initiative is
lacking

Anindita Chatterjee, clinical psy-
chologist associated with Apollo Gle-
neagles Hospital, said: “The main
problem is in assessment and remedy,
There is a dearth of professionals, clin-
ics, data and awareness an the subject
are major obstacles,”

She zaid even though there was no
data available on learning disorder in
Kolkata, the number of cases that doc-
tors encounter sugeest that the preva-
lence is somewhere between 5-10 per
cent. This apart, there are fow teachers
trained in diagnosing LD and experts
who can provide remedial education
after a child has been diagnosed.

“Jadavpur University's special BEd
course has a module on this. No other
university provides it. It has also not

been inducted in owr MBBS course. Re-
cently, only 40 teachers in 21 vernacu-
lar schools have been trained. Private
schools such as Heritage and DPS,
however, have teachers who are
trained on the subject,” Rima Mukher-
jee, consultant psychiatrist, said.

There is a provision in ICSE and
CBSE boards where students with
learning disability certificates are al-
lowed to drop a subject and given extra
time during exams but not many
schools allow their students to do so.

“Teachers and parents in Kolkata
necd to be sensitised and awareness
level has to be raised. We have to un-
derstand that ridiculing a student or
bullying him or throwing him out of
the school will anly aggravate the
problem, The student should be kept in
the mainstream and not relegated to
the sideline,” Salony Priya. coun-
selling psychologist and educational
consultant, said.

She also said the government
should take steps to tackle such stu-
dents at the school level. —JT
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Tata Interactive LD forum
Tata Interactive Leaming Forum has moveda
ﬁpmﬁmmmmmmﬂufﬂnm
scenario in the field of learning disability. Tata Interactive had
undertaken research to find out the realities of life after
certification. The research pointed out that children in classes
VIV are found to be the most commonly affected by leaming
The male:female ratio among learmning disability children
is 2.7:1 indicating a higher incidence among bays. According to the
report, nppﬁﬁmnumui&mmnmdﬂﬁpumufhmu
the cause of lengthy certification cycles. Tests were regarded by 31
per cent as the cause, with other causes 33 per cent. Once a student
undergoes certification there is a lot of support from the
Wmmmtmwmﬁiﬂmwiﬁwmr
learning disability cases do not opt for remedial education.
Spelling, reading, grammar, memory, maths and simplification
were most cited as being useful remedial techrigues.
Resporndents cite the family, rather than schools, as being the key
source of post-certification support and for remedial education.
Girls are mare accepting and suppartive of learning disability
m:mmmmﬁmﬁmmmmwﬁm

mﬂpﬁﬁmhﬂﬁﬂmm support of learning disability
The report said that girls who opt for remedial
uimunmnmhummuredﬁuﬂymﬂmsmgasﬂmnf

college. The report stated that colleges were unsupportive of

learning disability, and teachers tend to discourage rather than
encourage Learning Disability students, Peer pressure was caused
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